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Access Portfolio 

Overview 
Memorizing programming language syntax or form control properties has very little to do with designing 

a successful program.  Such knowledge can be found in books or on the internet.  Rather, knowing how 

to understand the needs of the client and thinking outside the box about ways to meet those needs 

can’t be found in a manual or by using Google.  Designing a database is about ensuring a successful end 

user experience that maximizes their ability to utilize the data. 

Inventory Database 

Challenge 

Create an inventory database for a forestry products company.  Unlike other companies which track 

stock by serial numbers or product codes, this database had to track inventory by various dimensions 

and grades.   Dollar exchange issues meant that different parts of the same inventory entry needed to 

be calculated based on different exchange rates. 

Solution 

An access database tracking both inbound and outbound movements.  Each entry is broken down by the 

dimensions, grades, etc of product, using drop down lists to ensure accuracy of entry. 
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When entering outbounds you are prompted to select which inbound entries you are shipping against 

using a simple-to-use drop down interface, or you can ask the computer to fill out the information for 

you automatically based on a first-in, first-out system. 

 

Round off the database with a wide variety of inventory reports and easy-to-use entry forms to provide 

flexibility in the drop down lists.  An exchange rate box on the navigation page reminds the user to enter 

this data each and every day. 

 

 Benefits 

Going from no inventory tracking system to a tight intuitive database like this was a dream for this 

client.  Years later I still get calls from them asking me to consult on other IT issues. 
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Contact Management Database 

Challenge 

Take a company’s existing mishmash of contact management databases and design one compact 

solution.  

Solution 

By taking the time to fully outline each form and control to be used before commencing programming, 

we ensured that this solution would be a complete one.  By utilizing a variety of tabs the database tracks 

a large amount of data on each client or potential client in a manner that can easily be filtered and 

parsed by the user. 

 

Dynamic drop down lists allow each tab to interact with others, transferring information such as contact 

names, ensuring data integrity and also making querying the database a more straightforward process.  

By tracking interactions with each contact and needed follow-ups, the database has a To Do list, 

filterable by date and employee name.  This list pops up automatically every time the database is 

opened to remind the user of their upcoming responsibilities.  Clicking on the appropriate button brings 

them directly to the appropriate client so that the user has all necessary data at their fingertips. 
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Benefits 

The company can now engage in focused marketing initiatives and make sure that they always follow up 

with clients when they need to.  This saves employees’ time and drastically improves the effectiveness 

of their marketing. 


